A HISTORY OF POLAND
part, was a failure. After their repulse the conspirators
marched through die streets of Warsaw, calling on all
to rise in the popular cause. They received but scanty
support, however, and alienated public sympathy by
killing several prominent Polish soldiers whom they
suspected of Russian sympathies. Meanwhile Constan-
tine had joined his army outside the walls of Warsaw,
where he had 7,000 troops. Prince Adam Czartoryski
and the Minister Lubecki were sent out by the Adminis-
trative Council to conciliate him. He replied that the
matter was now in the hands of the Poles themselves,
who must find a way out of the difficulty.
On sodi November the Administrative Council issued
a proclamation to the people in the name of the Czar
Nicholas, enjoining upon them the necessity for remain-
ing orderly and quiescent. They also appointed Chlo-
picki Commander-in-Chief of the Polish army, but this
honour the old soldier refused to accept and remained
discreetly in retirement. A fresh deputation now ap-
proached Constantine; it consisted of Adam Czar-
toryski, Lubecki, Lelewel, and Ostrowski. Lubecki and
Czartoryski urged the Grand Duke to remain in Poland
and help to restore order; the others advised him to
depart to Russia. Constantine took the latter counsel
and left immediately for St. Petersburg. Afterwards the
Poles realized the extent of their mistake in permitting
him to go, for if the worst came to the worst he would
have been at least a valuable hostage in their hands. His
departure was followed by the proclamation of an interim
government of seven, composed as follows: Adam
Czartoryski, Kochanowski, Pacs, Lelewel, Ostrowski,
Dembowski, and Niemczewiez. General Chlopicki now
emerged from his hiding to command the army, and on
5th December was proclaimed dictator. A number of
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